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    ODL  UPDATES     

 

ASAIHL CONFERENCE 2011 POSTPONED 

Due to the unprecedented inundation 
of many parts of Thailand and the 
vicinity of Bangkok, the ASAIHL Con-
ference 2011 Organizing Committee 
has announced the postponement of 
the conference originally scheduled 
10-12 November. The new dates will 
be advised later.  

Keep updated through the website  
or contact the organizer at  
secretariat@spu.ac.th 

 
icODeL 2012 TO BE HELD IN MANILA 

The University of the Philippines 
Open University, Philippine Society 
for Distance Learning and UPOU   
Foundation will hold the 1st Inter-
national Conference on Open and  
Distance e-Learning on the theme of 
‘Creating Spaces and Possibilities’ 
on 22-24 February 2012 at Century 
Park Hotel in Manila.  
Click here for more information! 

 
DE LA SALLE TO HOST ASAIHL 2012 

De La Salle University in Manila, 
Philippines, will host the 2012 
ASAIHL Conference on the theme of 
‘Emerging Challenges in University 
Leadership Management’ during 11-12 
April 2012.   

Proposals for paper presentations 
are being accepted until 31 January 
2012. 

For more detail, Click here! 

 
OER ASIA WEBSITE LAUNCHED 

OER Asia is an Asian Forum for 
sharing information, views and 
opinions, research and knowledge 
resources in addition to guidelines 
and toolkits on good practices on 
and about Open Education Resources 
in the Asian region. 

The site grew out of a research 
project on openness and quality in 
Asian distance education in Bhutan, 
Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Laos, 
Mongolia, Pakistan, the Philip-
pines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and  
Vietnam.  

Find out more in the website!  

[IA][GREET] 
Greetings from the STOU International Affairs 
Unit.  

Since mid-October, an unexpected flood has 
inundated central Thailand and Bangkok. For-
tunately, the STOU campus has not been    
directly affected, but students and staff 
have fared differently. As the waters are 
receding, we hope that everybody and every-
thing will get back to normal soon.  

Now that our internet server has been     
restarted after being moved as a flood    
precaution, we are very pleased to launch our 
first e-newsletter, which will feature ODL 
news, international relations between STOU 
and friends, and useful information about 
STOU International Affairs.  

Any comments or suggestions are most welcome.  
Please email us at if.proffice@stou.ac.th. 

Best wishes to all! 

 
   STOU  TODAY    

 
IN THE                 SPOTLIGHT  

STOU WALK-IN EXAM 

STOU arranged individual exami-

nations for certain courses at 

the students’ convenience   

before the scheduled final  

examination, or the ‘walk-in exam.’ The   

examination is done by computer, and the   

result is shown upon completion. If a    

student is not satisfied, they may retake 

the examination as scheduled. The exam takes 

place at the STOU main campus. Students can 

check the examination schedule and register 

on the STOU website.  

STOU CHANNEL 

In July, STOU launched the STOU 
Channel, our own 24-hour broad-
cast via C-band satellite. 
Learn how to receive the signal 
here. 

Among a variety of offerings are 4 English 
programs: English in Action @ STOU, It 
Works, Hello English, and English to Go 

See program schedule on STOU Online     
website. 

 

 On 1 September 2011, STOU welcomed  
a group from Yunnan Radio and TV  University,    
located in the People’s Republic of China. 24 
students, led by YNRTVU teacher Ms. Duan Yuan 
Bing, studied Thai language, history and socie-
ty with STOU and outside faulty members. 

 After being met at Suvarnabhumi Airport by 
STOU International Affairs staff, the group was 
taken to their accommodations in 
the Phithayaphat Building on the STOU         
campus. They also took field trips to several 
key sites, including the Temple of the Emerald    
Buddha, the National Museum, Chatuchak weekend   
market and Bangkok Art and Culture Centre. The 
Office of Continuing Education also organized 
special activity sessions for them. In these   
sessions, they learned how to make scented 
flower sachets, carve fruits and vegetables, 
make the Thai dessert called luk chup, and 
about Thai dance. 

 Originally, the International Affairs Unit, 
Office of Continuing Education, and School of 
Liberal Arts had planned a three-month       
program for the group from YNRTVU, but those 
plans were thrown into uncertainty with the   
onset of severe flooding near the STOU main   
campus. For the safety and well-being of the 

students and their 
parents, the group 
returned to China. 
Though their visit was cut short, the delega-
tion from YNRTVU was still able to spend almost 
two months in the country learning about Thai    
language, culture and society.  

   YNRTVU Visitors    

    IA INFO     

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

In each issue of our e-newsletter, this little space will offer miscellaneous information related to 
the STOU International Affairs Unit and our mission to support international activities so that the 
university achieves world-class standards. 

In this issue, we would like to present some institutional and regional groupings of which STOU is a 
member:  

 Asia Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health (APACPH)  
 Asian Association of Open Universities (AAOU)   
 Asian Media Information and Communication Centre LTD (AMIC)  
 Association of Southeast Asian Institutions of Higher Learning (ASAIHL)  
 International Association of Schools and Institutes of Administration  (IASIA) 
 International Council for Innovation in Higher Education  (ICIE)  
 International Council for Open and Distance Education (ICDE) 
 International Council on Education for Teaching (ICET)  
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These mud balls, made of EM liquid, rice husks and clay, 
have been said to be useful as an environmentally friendly 
solution toward reducing water pollutants because it con-
tains effective microorganisms. 

Recently, however, professors from the Department of 
Environmental Engineering at Chulalongkorn University 
published an article questioning the effectiveness of the 
Effective Microorganism mud balls. They note that EM 
balls need (or ‘steal’) oxygen, which is already rare in 
polluted water, thus causing more pollution. The article 
also referred to the Japanese government, which concluded 
after experiments that EM mud balls are not effective in 
reducing water pollutants and did not recommend them for 
this purpose.  

Read more about this issue to make an informed    
decision for your household! 
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